MEMORIAL CEREMONY OF
THE DELTA CHI FRATERNITY, INC.

OCTOBER 13, 1997 printing



The Delta Chi Memorial Service should be a celebration of a
deceased brother’s life, love and commitment to the
betterment of his Brotherhood and mankind.

The preferable location for the ceremony is around the casket at the funeral or the
graveside just prior to the burial ceremony, with permission from the family being
required. If this is not possible, any of the following sites can be used: funeral parlor
(at the wake, again with permission of the family), chapter house, Regional
Conference or International Convention. The place is not as important as the spirit of
the ceremony. The roles of the “A” and “B” can be performed by other brothers who
might have shared a special relationship with the deceased. No part of the ceremony is
esoteric. The ceremony is an open celebration of a brother’s life and commitment to
Delta Chi and can be performed in public or private.

All brothers present should be wearing the Fraternity badge draped in black.'
Additionally, the Chapter’s charter should also be draped in black."

The minimum items required are one white candle, a candlestick, a Cornerstone and a
white carnation. An additional candle may be needed for passing. The Cornerstone
should be signed by all available brothers prior to the service. The arrangement of
these items should be behind and above the casket or some personal item(s) (such as
the badge, a photo or shingle) of the deceased. The Cornerstone and white carnation
should be placed next to the candle that should be lit by the “A” prior to starting the
ceremony.

In obtaining permission from the family or loved ones to perform the ceremony, you
should insure that they have no objection to the use of a reference to a “higher court.”
Where that is an issue, you may make the following changes. In the “BB”’s speech,
delete the sentence, “This ceremony marks our way for him to enter that higher
court.” In the “A”’s speech that immediately follows the “BB”’s speech, replace,
“Brothers draw near and witness the admittance of Brother

(Deceased Brother’s Last Name) to that higher court.” with “Brothers draw near and witness
this testimony to Brother 'S (Deceased Brother’s Last Name) service to his
fraternity and fellow man.” Finally, in the “B”’s speech at the end of the ceremony,
omit “ until we too are worthy to enter that higher court.”, thus ending the sentence
with the word “share”.




“BB”: “THE CEREMONY WE ARE ABOUT TO PERFORM HAS SPECIAL MEANING TO

“A”:

OUR DECEASED BROTHER AND TO THOSE OF US WHO ARE HIS BROTHERS.
THIS CEREMONY MARKS OUR WAY FOR HIM TO ENTER THAT HIGHER
COURT. WE ARE HERE TO EXPRESS OUR LOVE, ADMIRATION AND
FRIENDSHIP FOR BROTHER (Deceased Brother’s

Last Name) AND TO BID HIM A FOND FAREWELL AT THIS PARTING. AS HE
WAS LOVED BY HIS FRATERNITY BROTHERS, WE WOULD LIKE TO TAKE A
FEW MOMENTS TO EXPRESS OUR FEELINGS THROUGH THIS SHORT
CEREMONY. BROTHER (Deceased Brother’s Last Name)

WAS A MEMBER OF THE DELTA CHI FRATERNITY WHICH WAS FOUNDED IN
1890 AT CORNELL UNIVERSITY AND WAS ESTABLISHED AT

(University/College Name) IN _ (Year Chartered)

WHERE HE BECAME A MEMBER IN (Initiation Year). ALTHOUGH WE
WERE ORIGINALLY FOUNDED AS A LAW FRATERNITY, WE ULTIMATELY
BECAME A GENERAL FRATERNITY, OFFERING ALL COLLEGE MEN THE
OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN IN A CLOSE ASSOCIATION TO ‘PROMOTE
FRIENDSHIP, DEVELOP CHARACTER, ADVANCE JUSTICE, AND ASSIST IN THE

ACQUISITION OF A SOUND EDUCATION’.”

“BROTHERS DRAW NEAR AND WITNESS THE ADMITTANCE OF BROTHER
(Deceased Brother’s Last Name) TO THAT HIGHER COURT.”

Brothers will form a semi-circle around the deceased’s casket or representative

item. They will stand facing the candle and any others that are present (i.e. they will

not block the view of the ceremony from family members or others that may be

present.) This may mean that the semi-circle will be formed at one end of the casket.

The layout of the room or gravesite will dictate exactly what is the best arrangement.



The “A” will lead the service and should be opposite the semi-circle but in a way

where his back will not be towards the family for any length of time.

“A”. “BEFORE us IS A CANDLE - SYMBOLIC OF BROTHER
(Deceased Brother’s Last Name) AND HIS PURITY OF

PURPOSE. AS A MEMBER OF THE DELTA CHI FRATERNITY BROTHER
(Deceased Brother’s Last Name) HAS CARRIED FORTH

THE MISSION OF THE KNIGHT ERRANT AND NOW MOVES FORWARD TO
CONTINUE HIS WORK AT A LEVEL THAT WE CAN NOT FULLY COMPREHEND.
BROTHER (Deceased Brother’s Last Name) HAS SERVED

OUR FRATERNITY WELL AND WILL BE MISSED.”

At this point a member can detail the accomplishments and contributions of the
deceased. This person should be a close acquaintance of the deceased. If this is not
practical, or where there may be more than one person, more brothers may speak.
Each should make a brief statement regarding the deceased brother’s service or his
value to the brother speaking. If more than one brother is going to speak, the first
brother to speak should light a white candle from the one that is currently burning.
The candle should be passed from brother to brother as he speaks and then
extinguished after the last brother has spoken. Should only one brother speak he
should not light this additional candle. If the ceremony is being conducted in private,
each person present should also be allowed to express their feelings about the

deceased.

“A”. BROTHER (Deceased Brother’s Last Name), YOUR WORK

ON THIS EARTH IS DONE AND WE ARE HONORED THAT WE HAVE HAD THE
PRIVILEGE TO CALL YOU ‘BROTHER’; AND SHARE WITH YOU THE BOND OF
DELTA CHLI.”



“B”: AS WE MOURN THE PASSING OF OUR BROTHER, LET HIS EXAMPLE
ENCOURAGE US TO HOLD TRUE TO THE PRINCIPLES WE SHARE, UNTIL WE
TOO ARE WORTHY TO ENTER THAT HIGHER COURT.”

The “A” will present the copy of the Cornerstone and the carnation to the closest
member of the deceased’s family (if present). When presenting it the “A” may say:
“We ask that these will serve as a reminder of the never ending love, admiration and
friendship we have all experienced with Brother (deceased
brother’s last name).” After the presentation, the “A” and the rest of the brothers will
return to their seats. The candle by the casket may be extinguished and removed after
the family leaves.

"The Regulations of the Delta Chi Fraternity Article XI, Section 1, Subsection 4.
MOURNING
For at least sixty (60) days after the death of a member of an undergraduate chapter, all
members of that chapter shall wear the badge draped in deep black.

"The Regulations of the Delta Chi Fraternity Article XI, Section 5.
DRAPING CHARTER
Each undergraduate chapter shall drape its charter in deep black as directed by the
Headquarters office upon the death of a member who during his lifetime rendered distinguished
service to the Fraternity.



