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Note: Throughout this Manual, the title “Associate Member” is used.  Chapters/Colonies may substitute their own 
reasonable nomenclature (e.g., “pledge,” “associate,” “affiliate,” “prospective,” etc.). 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
A. The Associate Member(s) must be impressed with the fact: 

1. That he has made a final selection of a group with which he wants to become 

affiliated for life. 

2. That formal recognition of his first step in Delta Chi is in order. 

B. Other groups must have means of recognizing that he has made a choice, and they 

should cease rushing him. 

C. Most important of all, the Associate Member Ceremony must cover four important 

points: 

 1. Obligations of the Associate Member to the Fraternity. 

 2. Explanation of the symbolism of the pin. 

 3. Presentation of the pin and Cornerstone. 

 4. Responsibility of the Fraternity to the Associate Member. 

D. All members (actives and alumni) should wear their Fraternity badge and 

appropriate business attire, including a coat, as noted in the Cornerstone, during 

this ceremony. 

E. Associate Members should have to wear at least a dress shirt, tie, dress pants, dress 

socks, and dress shoes for this solemn event. 

F. Each Associate Member is to keep his pin and copy of the Cornerstone. 

G. Associate Member(s) should walk in at a normal pace or gather in the designated 

area prior to the start of the ceremony. 

H. This ceremony is not secret. The ceremony may be witnessed by men and women 

invited by the Chapter to attend. 

I. The “A” and Associate Member Counselor should wear a white carnation. 

 

 As soon as possible after the candidate has indicated his desire to become an 

Associate Member of Delta Chi, he should be invited to meet at the Chapter with the 

members.  However, the Ceremony should be held no less than once a term and no 

more frequently than once a month.  A large-scale reproduction of the pin should be 
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displayed.  If there are a considerable number of Associate Members they may be 

given this ceremony in a group.  In this case they should be assembled in the front of 

the room with the members of the Chapter in the background.  Have the necessary 

number of pins and Cornerstones available. 
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER CEREMONY 
OF 

THE DELTA CHI FRATERNITY, INC. 

 

“A”:  

“OUR CHAPTER HAS BEEN FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH YOU AND 

YOUR APPARENT POTENTIAL AS A MEMBER OF THE DELTA CHI 

FRATERNITY.  WE BELIEVE YOU HAVE THE SAME QUALITIES OF 

CHARACTER WHICH WE ADMIRE AND PROMOTE IN OUR CHAPTER. 

 

IT IS MY PRIVILEGE TO ASSIST YOU IN TAKING YOUR FIRST 

FORMAL STEP TOWARDS MEMBERSHIP IN OUR FRATERNITY.  THIS 

CEREMONY WILL MAKE YOU AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER IN THE 

DELTA CHI FRATERNITY. 

 

THERE IS A THREEFOLD OBLIGATION THAT YOU MUST TAKE 

BEFORE BECOMING AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER.  IT IS THE SAME 

OBLIGATION THAT MANY OTHER MEN OF DELTA CHI HAVE 

TAKEN BEFORE YOU.  THIS OATH CONTAINS NOTHING THAT WILL 

CONFLICT WITH ANY DUTY YOU OWE TO YOUR GOD, COUNTRY, 

FAMILY OR MORAL INTEGRITY. 

 

WITH THIS UNDERSTANDING, IS IT YOUR DESIRE THAT WE 

PROCEED WITH THIS CEREMONY?” 

 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER(S): 

“IT IS.” 
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“C”:  

“THE FOLLOWING MEN ARE TO BECOME ASSOCIATE MEMBERS IN 

THE DELTA CHI FRATERNITY: 
 
       NAME           HOME TOWN 
             
             
             

ETC.” 
 
ASSOCIATE MEMBER COUNSELOR: 

“IN CONCERT WITH THE DELTA CHI FRATERNITY, OUR CHAPTER 

HAS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROGRAM DESIGNED: 
 

• TO PREPARE ASSOCIATE MEMBERS FOR FULL AND 

COMMITTED UNDERGRADUATE MEMBERSHIP IN DELTA CHI. 

• TO INSPIRE UNDERGRADUATE MEN TO PARTICIPATE IN 

DELTA CHI. 

• TO DEVELOP A COMMITMENT TO THE PHILOSOPHY OF 

INVOLVED DELTA CHI MEMBERSHIP. 

• TO ENCOURAGE OUR ASSOCIATE MEMBERS TO PROGRESS 

THROUGH COLLEGE AS INITIATED MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 

IN OUR CHAPTER AND ULTIMATELY BECOME LOYAL 

ALUMNI, PARTICIPATING IN THE AFFAIRS OF OUR 

FRATERNITY. 

• TO ENSURE THE RICHNESS OF FRATERNITY REALIZED FROM 

‘PERSONAL GROWTH THROUGH BROTHERHOOD.’ 

• TO ENSURE AN ENDURING FRATERNITY FOR POSTERITY. 

• TO ASSIST THE ASSOCIATE MEMBERS IN BETTER DEVELOPING 

THEIR INDIVIDUAL POTENTIAL AND ULTIMATE 

CONTRIBUTION TO SOCIETY.” 
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“A”:  

“THE   ***  WILL NOW ADMINISTER THE 

STATEMENT OF YOUR ALLEGIANCE TO OUR FRATERNITY.” 

*** “BB”, a distinguished Delta Chi alumnus, local successful businessman, or Dean, etc., should do this.  

If none are available then the Associate Member Counselor should be asked to administer this oath. 

 

ALUMNUS OR ASSOCIATE MEMBER COUNSELOR:  

“RAISE YOUR RIGHT HAND, SAY “I”,  PRONOUNCE YOUR NAME, 

AND REPEAT AFTER ME: 

I,        ,  VOW ON MY WORD OF HONOR,/ AS AN 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER IN THE DELTA CHI FRATERNITY,/ TO KEEP 

INVIOLATE/ THE SECRETS OF DELTA CHI./ I PROMISE TO ACCEPT 

AND UPHOLD/ MY RESPONSIBILITIES AS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER 

IN DELTA CHI./ I WILL CONDUCT MYSELF WITH HONOR/ AND AS 

A GENTLEMAN/ SO AS TO REFLECT CREDIT UPON MYSELF/ AND 

ESTEEM UPON MY ASSOCIATES./ THIS THREEFOLD OBLIGATION/ 

WILL BE MY CONSTANT THOUGHT/ UNTIL I HAVE GAINED 

SUFFICIENT KNOWLEDGE/ TO BE INITIATED INTO FULL 

MEMBERSHIP/ AS A BROTHER IN THE BOND OF DELTA CHI. 

THANK YOU – YOU MAY NOW LOWER YOUR RIGHT HAND.” 

 

“F”:  

“I AM WITNESS TO THE OBLIGATION TAKEN BY THIS (THESE) 

CANDIDATE(S).” 
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“A”:  

“THE ASSOCIATE MEMBER COUNSELOR WILL NOW DISCLOSE THE 

SYMBOLISM OF OUR ASSOCIATE MEMBER PIN:  NOTE THAT THE 

PIN FORMS A PERFECT TRIANGLE.  AS YOU WEAR IT, THE PIN 

SHOULD BE A CONSTANT REMINDER OF THIS CEREMONY AND OF 

YOUR THREE-FOLD OBLIGATION.” 
 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER COUNSELOR: 

(The “B” assists by indicating, in turn, the three equal apexes of the triangle.) 
 

 “THIS FIRST POINT ON THE TRIANGLE SYMBOLIZES YOUR PROMISE 

TO KEEP OUR SECRETS AS THEY ARE REVEALED TO YOU FROM 

TIME TO TIME AS YOU REALIZE PERSONAL GROWTH THROUGH 

BROTHERHOOD IN DELTA CHI. 
 

THE SECOND POINT REPRESENTS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO THE 

FRATERNITY, BOTH MORALLY AND FINANCIALLY. THIS 

OBLIGATION ACCEPTED BY BOTH ASSOCIATE AND INITIATE 

MEMBERS ALIKE, IS ESSENTIAL IF TRUE LIFETIME BROTHERHOOD 

IN DELTA CHI IS TO BE ACHIEVED. 
 

THIS THIRD POINT ON THE TRIANGLE SYMBOLIZES YOUR PROMISE 

TO CONTINUE TO CONDUCT YOURSELF AS A GENTLEMAN WITH 

HONOR, INTEGRITY, AND COURAGE. 
 

THE WHITE ENAMEL ON THE PIN STANDS FOR THE PURITY OF 

PURPOSE, THE UNSELFISHNESS, WITH WHICH YOU APPROACH 

OUR BROTHERHOOD. 
 

THE RED ENAMEL TYPIFIES YOUR COURAGE TO ACCEPT THE 

RESPONSIBILITIES AS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER IN DELTA CHI.”
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER COUNSELOR:  

“THE BLACK ENAMEL REPRESENTS THE MYSTERIES AND SECRETS 

OF TRUE BROTHERHOOD WHICH YOU SEEK TO OBTAIN IN DELTA CHI. 
 

THE GOLDEN LETTERS SYMBOLIZE YOUR INTEGRITY, YOUR SENSE 

OF HONESTY AND JUSTICE, AND ALL OTHER WORTHWHILE 

QUALITIES OF CHARACTER UPON WHICH YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN 

DELTA CHI WILL BE BUILT. 
 

THE TRIANGULAR RIM OF THE PIN SYMBOLIZES DELTA, THE FIRST 

LETTER OF THE GREEK WORD, DIOS (DEE-OS), MEANING GOD.  

MAY HE BE YOUR CONSTANT COMPANION AND GREATEST 

INSPIRATION IN MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR TALENTS AND LIFE 

IN THE SERVICE TO YOUR FELLOW MAN THROUGH THE 

PROMOTION OF JUSTICE. 
 

THE CHI IS THE FIRST LETTER OF THE GREEK WORD XARIS (KHAR-

IS) MEANING LOVE Ñ LOVE OF YOUR FELLOW MAN Ñ THE MOST 

POTENT DRIVING FORCE IN LIFE.” 
 

 “A”:  

“YOU, THE ASSOCIATE MEMBER COUNSELOR AND YOUR BIG 

BROTHER HAVE STOOD HERE WITH ME, EXEMPLIFYING THAT 

DELTA CHI STANDS WITH YOU ALWAYS, TO HELP BUILD YOUR 

CHARACTER, TO STRENGTHEN YOUR COURAGE AND TO GIVE YOU 

CONSTANT ASSURANCE OF HER CARE, HER PROTECTION, AND 

HER FELLOWSHIP.   YOUR ASSOCIATE MEMBER PIN WILL NOW BE 

PRESENTED TO YOU.” 
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The big brother, Associate Member Counselor or other guest places the pin on the shirt or lapel.  When 

this has been completed, the “A” continues: 
 

 “A”:  

“THIS PIN WHICH YOU HAVE RECEIVED IS FOR YOU TO WEAR 

PROUDLY – SO THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW OF YOUR 

AFFILIATION AND SYMBOLIZES YOUR FIRST STEP IN YOUR 

LIFETIME OF BROTHERHOOD IN DELTA CHI.” 
 

 “B”:  

“THE CORNERSTONE  WILL NOW BE PRESENTED TO YOU BY YOUR 

BIG BROTHER  (pause here while the Cornerstone is presented to each Associate Member).  

THIS CORNERSTONE  IS FOR YOU TO USE WHILE YOU ARE AN 

UNDERGRADUATE AND TO KEEP AS AN ALUMNUS: 
 

• TO BE A COLLECTION OF THE MANY FACTS AND TRADITIONS 

OF DELTA CHI. 

• TO ENHANCE YOUR FRATERNAL EXPERIENCE. 

• TO BE A SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE IN ESTABLISHING YOUR 

PROFESSIONAL AND ETHICAL PHILOSOPHY. 

• TO ASSIST DELTA CHI IN BECOMING A MEANINGFUL AND 

BENEFICIAL EXPERIENCE THAT ENHANCES YOUR ‘PERSONAL 

GROWTH THROUGH BROTHERHOOD’.  

• TO STRENGTHEN THE CONTINUING BOND OF LIFETIME 

BROTHERHOOD.” 
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“B”:  

“MEMBERSHIP IN DELTA CHI PRECLUDES MEMBERSHIP IN ANY 

OTHER COLLEGE SOCIAL FRATERNITY. 
 

THE PREAMBLE TO OUR CONSTITUTION REMINDS US OF OUR 

PURPOSE.  IT STATES: 
 

WE, THE MEMBERS OF THE DELTA CHI FRATERNITY, BELIEVING 

THAT GREAT ADVANTAGES ARE TO BE DERIVED FROM A 

BROTHERHOOD OF COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY MEN, 

APPRECIATING THAT CLOSE ASSOCIATION MAY PROMOTE 

FRIENDSHIP, DEVELOP CHARACTER, ADVANCE JUSTICE, AND 

ASSIST IN THE ACQUISITION OF A SOUND EDUCATION, DO 

ORDAIN AND ESTABLISH THIS CONSTITUTION.” 
 

“A”:  

“NOW, TO CONCLUDE THIS CEREMONY, LET US ALL SING THE 

BOND SONG OF THE DELTA CHI FRATERNITY. 

(Use the Delta Chi song tape that is available from the International Headquarters to help in singing.) 

 

(Everyone sings) 

 

“A”:  

WOULD THE MEMBERS NOW JOIN ME IN WELCOMING OUR NEW 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS(S) INTO DELTA CHI – THE BROTHERHOOD OF 

A LIFETIME.” 

(The “A”, big brother, Associate Member Counselor, and the members of the Chapter shake the hand(s) 

of the Associate Member(s).) 


